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WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE MEETING

Municipal Center Council Chambers
July 1, 2025, 10:00 am

Minutes

Call to Order: Chairman Farrell called the meeting to order at 10:00 am.

Roll Cali:
Present at the Meeting: Luke Farrell, Chairman

Brad Belt, Mayor

Lance Spencer, Committee Member
Also Present: Russell Berner, Mayor Pro Tem

Stephanie Tillerson, Town Administrator

Mayor Pro Tem Russell Berner and Council Member Madeleine Kaye were also invited as official
attendees due to the detailed nature of the SATAX applications being discussed.

Approval of Minutes:

A. Minutes of the Ways and Means Committee Meeting of June 3, 2025

Chairman Farrell asked if there were any additions, questions, or changes to the minutes from the last
meeting.

Mayor Belt noted for the record that he thought the clerk's summary of the discussion that ensued
was comprehensive. Chairman Farrell and Committee Member Spencer agreed.

With no further additions, changes, or typos identified, the minutes were considered approved.
Citizens’ Comments (Agenda Items Only):

Donna Wyndham - Executive Director, Kiawah Conservancy

Ms. Wyndham stated that she was attending, along with Sean Cannon, the lead on the marsh
restoration project that the Conservancy has applied to SATAX for funding. There were some
questions raised during the last discussion, and they are addressed here again, should any further

questions arise.

Old Business:
A. Review and Recommendation to the Town Council for Approval of the Fiscal Year 2025/2026

SATAX - State Accommodations Tax Funding Recommendation Amounts

Chairman Farrell opened the discussion by noting that the only business for the meeting was the
continuing review of SATAX applications from the previous meeting. He hoped everyone had received
his email with summaries and comments for each application.

Chairman Farrell began by explaining that he preferred reviewing each of the application allocations
individually and proposed three approval options for proceeding: decline, approve the SATAX
Committee's recommendation, or approve the recommendation based on his comments.

Mayor Pro Tem Berner raised a question about Island Beach Services (IBS) not being included in the
Town's proposed budget allocations. Chairman Farrell indicated that IBS had not applied, which was
the primary reason they were not considered. Ms. Tillerson further clarified that IBS operates under a
franchise agreement with the Town and is not a paid contract, like Beach Patrol or CCSO; therefore,
no application was submitted on their behalf.
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Mayor Belt suggested having a broader discussion about some of the issues outlined in the chairman's
summary email. He then initiated a discussion about "whether it would be an appropriate public
purpose to allocate public funds to a for-profit entity solely to enhance their profitability." He pointed
out that Kiawah appears to be unique among municipalities in allocating SATAX funds to for-profit
entities. Most other communities allocate only to nonprofits, in addition to historically utilizing the
vast majority of SATAX dollars for municipal-related projects and purposes.

Mayor Belt referenced a recent state Attorney General's opinion that stated there was no prohibition
in the State Accommodations Tax statute itself on allocating funds to for-profit entities. However, he
emphasized that there's always the general constitutional and statutory admonition that public
money can only be used for a public purpose.

Chairman Farrell responded that he had brought up these issues at the SATAX Committee’s December
meeting, discussing what other locales were doing and how Kiawah should allocate this money,
leaving it to the committee to digest and deliberate. He expressed his preference for having the
committee lead the charge on changing the allocation philosophy if needed, rather than having the
Council dictate the rules.

There was an extensive discussion of the process used by the SATAX Committee to calculate the
funding allocation recommendation, and it was agreed that the historical process currently being used
should be replaced with a different approach in the future. Also noted was that, as an advisory
committee, the recommendations from the SATAX Committee could be modified by the Council.

The discussion then shifted to statutory requirements for SATAX expenditures. Chairman Farrell read
from the statute, noting eligible uses include advertising and promotion of tourism, arts and cultural
events, criminal justice and law enforcement, solid waste and health facilities for tourists, public
facilities like restrooms and parking lots, waterfront erosion control, including beach renourishment,
and operating visitor information centers.

After an extensive policy discussion, the committee proceeded to review each application individually:

Akers Ellis

The first applicant reviewed was Akers Ellis, requesting $156,000 for vacation rental advertising and
marketing through website development, email campaigns, social media, search engine optimization,
third-party booking platforms such as VRBO, and other print and digital advertising.

Chairman Farrell stated that this was a for-profit entity with activities directly supporting tourism on
Kiawah, although the funds were allocated for general expenses rather than specific events. He noted
that it was a returning applicant who had been funded in the past, and the request was consistent
with current policies and statutory requirements. The SATAX Committee voted 6-0 in favor of
allocating $120,800, and it was his recommendation to allocate the rounded amount to $121,000.

Council Member Spencer made a motion to recommend to the Town Council the approval of the
allocation of the recommended funding to Acres Ellis. Mayor Belt seconded the motion.

Mayor Belt indicated he would support the allocation recommendation, but expressed reservations
about whether this is an appropriate public purpose and whether the math works to support this
particular request relative to others.

Chairman Farrell again acknowledged that the request was consistent with current and historical
policies and statutory requirements, as it promotes tourism and increases attendance. He generally
rounded up, preferring round numbers.

Council Member Spencer made a motion to recommend to the Town Council the approval of the
allocation of $121,000 of SATAX funding to Akers Ellis. Mayor Belt seconded the motion, and it was
unanimously approved.
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Andell Inn

Andell Inn requested $295,000 for destination advertising and marketing. Similar to Akers Ellis, this
was for destination advertising and marketing through search engines, websites, email campaigns,
and social media. The funds would promote events and activities related to Kiawah, Andell Inn, and
Freshfields. The SATAX Committee voted 6-0 in favor of recommending $247,000 rather than the full
request. He noted this was a for-profit entity with activities directly supporting tourism on Kiawah.
However, funds were for general expenses rather than specific events, projects, or programs.
Additionally, it was noted that it was a returning applicant, and the request was consistent with current
policies and statutory requirements.

Chairman Farrell clarified that there were seven members on the SATAX Committee, but with one
absent, the full committee consisted of six votes. Ms. Tillerson added that if the applicant is a member
of the committee, they abstain.

Chairman Farrell also noted that the request was from a returning applicant who was funded in the
past and was consistent with current policies and statutory requirements, and recommended approval
at $247,000.

Council Member Spencer made a motion to recommend to the Town Council the approval of the SATAX
Committee and the Chairman's recommendation to fund a $247,000 allocation to the Andell Inn. Mayor
Belt seconded the motion.

Mayor Belt expressed concern about the proportionality of this allocation, noting he was having
difficulty justifying the kind of math associated with this request relative to the requests from the
Resort, Akers Ellis, and ESPM. With 1300 short-term rentals on the island, which are the principal source
of tourist accommodations, he calculated that a 10% increase in occupancy at the 100-room property
would generate approximately $40,000 in additional accommodations tax revenue, questioning the
return on a $247,000 investment.

Committee Member Spencer noted that Andell Inn is associated with Freshfields and that some
visitors come specifically to stay there. However, Mayor Belt maintained his position that the amount
was disproportionate relative to other accommodations providers.

After considerable discussion about the appropriate funding level, Mayor Belt suggested $150,000 as
a more reasonable amount relative to other allocations.

Mayor Belt made a motion to modify the Chairman’s recommended funding allocation amount from
$247,000 to $150,000. Committee Member Spencer seconded the motion, and it was unanimously
approved.

Barrier Island Little League

The applicant requested $100,000 for the Maybank Field's renovation and upgrade project, including
upgrading three baseball fields, buildings, seating, shade structures, and concession areas. Only one
of six SATAX Committee Members voted in favor, resulting in a recommended allocation of
approximately $8,000.

Chairman Farrell stated that the application, while a good cause, does not meet the statutory burden
for program inclusion. As a new applicant, he suggested it might be better suited for the Kiawah
charitable allocation, and recommended declining with no funding for this applicant.

Mayor Belt made a motion to recommend that the Town Council approve the Chairman’s
recommendation to decline funding for the Barrier Island Little League. Committee Member Spencer
seconded the motion.

Mayor Belt agreed with Chairman Farrell that he also could find no basis by which this application fits
within the statutory criteria; therefore, it is not a statutorily permitted expenditure.

Following further discussion, the motion was unanimously approved.
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ESPM Vacation Rentals

ESPM requested $35,000 for vacation rentals marketing, primarily using the Google search engine to
target vacationers to Kiawah Island and QC Exclusives magazine for print and digital advertising. The
SATAX committee voted 5-1in favor, recommending $21,833.

Chairman Farrell stated this was a for-profit entity with activities directly supporting tourism on
Kiawah, and the funds requested are for general use, not a specific event. He also noted that the
request was from a returning applicant and was consistent with current policies, the historical
approach, and met the statutory requirements, and recommended approval at $22,000.

Mayor Belt made a motion to recommend to the Town Council the approval of the Chairman's
recommendation to fund a $22,000 allocation to ESPM. Council Member Spencer seconded the motion.

Mayor Belt stated he would support the recommendation, noting the same reservation and
qualification he expressed previously concerning both the Akers Ellis and Andell Inn requests.

Following the discussion, the motion was unanimously approved.

Freshfields Village - Eden's (Three Applications)
Freshfields Village - Eden's submitted three separate applications totaling over $300,000.

Application 1 - Events Promotion ($35,000): This request was for events and promotion to provide
complimentary events on the Village Green for the benefit of tourists and visitors scheduled during
peak seasons and holidays, such as the art walk, sip and shop, movie night on the Green, Farmer's
Market, Santa, and holiday events. The SATAX Committee voted 6-0 for full funding at $35,000.

Chairman Farrell stated that this was a for-profit entity, but its activities are directly in the Town of
Kiawah and clearly support tourism. Its use is for a specific event. He also noted that the request was
from a returning applicant and was consistent with current policies and statutory requirements, and
recommended approval of the SATAX Committee allocation of $35,000.

Mayor Belt made a motion to recommend to the Town Council the approval of the SATAX Committee
and the Chairman's recommendation to fund a $35,000 allocation to Freshfields Village/Edens Events
Promotion. Council Member Spencer seconded the motion.

Committee Member Spencer commented that he felt it would serve the community well for Edens to
put in another affordable dining option. Filling the vacant space where King Street was would also
help promote tourism.

Mayor Belt stated that the request fits squarely within the statutory criteria and is supportive of the
Chairman's and SATAX Committee's recommendation.

Following the discussion, the motion was unanimously approved.

Application 2 - Garden and Gun Events ($211,289): This request covered two Garden and Gun events, one
in the fall and one in the spring, both during shoulder seasons. The events are free to the public, with
funds used to cover setup and take-down, digital and print advertising in Gun and Garden Magazine,
and entertainment costs. For these two events, the applicant requested a little over $211,000, with the
SATAX Committee recommending $208,465.

Chairman Farrell commented that this is a for-profit entity, but it provides activity directly in the Town
of Kiawah and clearly supports tourism. These are very popular events, and the funds are used for
clear, specific purposes. This is a returning applicant, and this request is consistent with current policies
and statutory requirements. All six members of the SATAX Committee were supportive, and the
Chairman's recommendation was to approve funding of $211,000.

Mayor Belt made a motion to recommend to the Town Council the approval of the Chairman's
recommendation to fund a $211,000 allocation to the two Freshfields Village/Edens Gun and Garden
events. Council Member Spencer seconded the motion.
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Mayor Pro Tem Berner asked if this type of for-profit event would be funded in the future. The
discussion revealed that while the entity is for-profit, the events themselves don't generate profit but
do attract tourists and generate revenue for local businesses.

Following the discussion, the motion was unanimously approved.

Application 3 - Tourist Marketing ($65,000): This request was for general destination marketing for
Freshfields Village using digital and print media. The SATAX Committee voted 6-0, recommending
$62,000.

Chairman Farrell noted that this is a for-profit entity providing activities directly in the Town of Kiawah,
which support tourism. However, the request is for general advertising rather than specific events.
This is a returning applicant, and the request is consistent with current policies, historical approach,
and meets statutory requirements. The Chairman's recommendation is to approve $62,000.

Mayor Belt made a motion to recommend to the Town Council the approval of the SATAX Committee
and the Chairman's recommendation to fund a $62,000 allocation to Freshfields Village/Edens tourist
marketing. Council Member Spencer seconded the motion.

Committee Member Spencer reiterated his desire to see these funds help promote filling the vacant
restaurant space. Mayor Belt responded that Eden's officials had been in active discussions to fill the
vacant restaurant space, but recruiting restaurateurs and staffing challenges were the primary
obstacles.

Mayor Belt expressed the same reservations about general marketing to for-profit entities as with
previous similar requests.

Following the discussion, the motion was unanimously approved.

Heal with Hearts

The organization requested $8,000 for the Low Country Festivus Arts and Cultural Series, a workshop
on Kiawah to educate participants about Gullah and Geechee history and related arts and culture. The
SATAX Committee voted 3-3, recommending $833.

Chairman Farrell noted that this nonprofit entity holds significant cultural significance, but its program
clarity and output are weak. Moreover, with only one of the two events planned for Kiawah, the
impact on tourism and fund utilization remains unclear. It received only three out of six votes, which
is not a majority. This is a new applicant, and their application is marginally consistent with current and
future policies. The chairman's recommendation was to give them $500 based on the content and their
nonprofit status.

Mayor Belt made a motion to recommend to the Town Council the approval of the SATAX Committee
recommendation to fund $833 allocation to Heal with Hearts. Council Member Spencer seconded the
motion.

Initially, Chairman Farrell expressed uncertainty about whether this met statutory requirements.
However, Mayor Belt argued that he thinks this clearly meets the statutory criteria for promoting arts
and cultural events. It doesn't have to, again, be tied explicitly to whether it attracts tourists or not,
because that's not the requirement under the statute. He favored providing visitors with opportunities
to participate in these kinds of programs to learn more about Lowcountry culture and history, and was
supportive of a larger funding amount.

After this clarification, Chairman Farrell changed his position to approval, acknowledging it clearly met
the statutory requirements for arts and cultural events.

Committee Member Spencer expressed concern about underfunding, as he would be reluctant to
underfund and then have them unable to afford the Kiawah event because we did not support their

full funding request.
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Mayor Belt made a motion to amend his motion to approve the original application request of up to
$8,000 on a reimbursement basis to cover the cost of the program on Kiawah Island. Committee
Member Spencer seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved.

The underlying motion, as amended, was unanimously approved.

Keepers of Wildlife Rescue Sanctuary

The organization from Walterboro requested $5,264 for incubators, animal coops, wood for cages,
and animal transport carriers. The SATAX Committee voted 5-1, recommending an amount of
approximately $4,000.

Chairman Farrell stated this was a very worthy cause with a commendable mission, but the support of
tourism and other criteria to qualify for SATAX funds appears to be very tangential. He noted that
while there may be rescues on Kiawah, the rescue's associated funds are predominantly for use in
Walterboro, and that the organization was too far outside the geographic area for consideration. He
suggested it as a candidate for Kiawah charitable contributions. The Chairman's recommendation was
to decline funding.

Mayor Belt made a motion to recommend that the Town Council approve the Chairman’s
recommendation to decline funding for the Keepers of Wildlife Rescue Sanctuary. Committee Member
Spencer seconded the motion.

Mayor Belt said he doesn't see how this fits within the statutory, however otherwise worthy it might
be, how it fits within the statutory criteria. He also noted that it would not fall under the current criteria
for the Town’s charitable program unless those are reevaluated.

Following the discussion, the motion was unanimously approved.

Kiawah Conservancy - Application 1

The Conservancy requested $10,000 for "Beneath the Oaks with Rebecca McMackin," a one-day
environmental and cultural symposium on how to build resilient landscapes in coastal communities.
Topics will include living shorelines, native landscaping, Gullah and Geechee cultural landscape
knowledge, and best practices for marsh and pond buffering. The SATAX Committee voted 4-2,
recommending $5,000.

Chairman Farrell initially expressed skepticism, reading the description and noting that, except for one
phrase about indigenous and Gullah Geechee landscape knowledge, the content seemed entirely
environmental rather than cultural.

Chairman Farrell noted that this is a well-respected nonprofit organization with a solid environmental
program and is well known on Kiawah. However, it remains unclear whether this meets the statutory
requirements for funding based on content objectives. It is an event that will be held locally on the
island and is expected to attract around 100 tourists and 50 locals. The Chairman's recommendation
was to decline due to a lack of clarity regarding the meeting and the questionable statutory
requirement.

Mayor Belt made a motion to recommend to the Town Council the approval of the SATAX Committee
recommendation to fund a $5,000 allocation to the Kiawah Conservancy’s Beneath the Oaks with
Rebecca McMackin event. Council Member Spencer seconded the motion.

Mayor Belt stated that, similar to the Lowcountry Festivus, the Gullah history program, the
Conservancy’s event fits within the criteria for promoting arts and cultural events.

Committee Member Spencer questioned whether $5,000 would help or if they had reached a point
where they couldn't have the event due to not receiving the full funding request. Ms. Wyndham
confirmed that the funding is needed to put on the program.
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During the considerable deliberation about whether the environmental focus constituted cultural
programming, Council Member Spencer suggested that the environment is part of our cultural pillars,
and it's innate to the culture of Kiawah, and promoted it in various ways.

Committee Member Spencer made a motion to amend the motion to approve the original application
request for $10,000. Mayor Belt seconded the motion, and it was approved by a 2 to 1 vote with
Chairman Farrell opposed.

The underlying motion, as amended, was unanimously approved.

Kiawah Conservancy - Application 2

The Conservancy's second request was for $340,000 to control and repair riverfront erosion along 370
feet of tidal marsh perpendicular to the Kiawah River Bridge using nature-based solutions, including
manufactured wire reefs and marsh grass plantings. The two-year project consisted of three phases,
and the SATAX Committee voted 5-1, recommending an allocation of $118,000.

Chairman Farrell stated that the SATAX Committee shared his concern about the two-year funding
request and questioned whether river marsh erosion fit within the statutory definition, which he
interpreted as land edge erosion. Part of the project can reasonably be included as bridge protection
or land edge erosion. However, part of the project appears to fall outside the statutory definition for
SATAX funds use. The Chairman's recommendation is to approve the phases adjacent to the bridge as
recommended by the SATAX Committee at $118,000.

Mayor Belt made a motion to recommend to the Town Council the approval of the SATAX Committee
recommendation to fund a $180,000 allocation to the Conservancy’s marsh restoration project. Council
Member Spencer seconded the motion.

Ms. Windham, along with Mr. Cannon, clarified that phase one alone would cost $162,000, and they
could not complete even the first phase with the recommended $118,000. Mr. Cannon explained that
significant upfront costs were required to purchase the necessary tools and set up the facilities to build
the manufactured wire reefs.

After extensive discussion about project phasing and costs, Mayor Belt noted that phase three (the
furthest from the bridge) was more challenging to fit within statutory criteria; therefore, the
committee agreed to focus on phase one, which most directly protects the bridge infrastructure. Mr.
Cannon indicated that the direct cost to complete the first two phases was estimated at $274,000,
which included a contingency for additional labor if necessary.

Mayor Belt stated that, based on the budget narrative, he would recommend approval of $160,000 for
the costs associated with phase one.

Mayor Belt made a motion to recommend to the Town Council the approval to fund a $160,000
allocation to the Conservancy’s marsh restoration project. Council Member Spencer seconded the
motion.

Chairman Farrell also noted that the project's contingency, approximately 23-24%, was unusually high
from an engineering perspective, suggesting that typical contingencies should be 5-10%.

Following the discussion, the motion was unanimously approved.

Kiawah Island Golf Resort

The Resort requested $475,000 for marketing Kiawah Island events and holiday programming,
including four major attractions throughout the year: holiday activities, summer programming,
environmental outreach, and sporting events like marathons and swimming competitions. The SATAX
Committee voted 6-0 for full funding.

Chairman Farrell noted that this was a for-profit entity but had a robust marketing program with
specific events that had clear, positive, and measurable impacts on tourism across multiple activity
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types, providing enticements from the events, activities, and lodging for both short-term and long-
term visitors. The Chairman's recommendation is to approve full funding.

Mayor Belt made a motion to recommend to the Town Council the approval of the SATAX Committee
and the Chairman’s recommendation to fund a $475,000 allocation to the Kiawah Island Golf Resort.
Council Member Spencer seconded the motion.

Mayor Pro Tem Berner asked how this squared with future plans regarding for-profit entities. Mayor
Belt distinguished this application from others because it was tied to specific events rather than
general marketing, though he acknowledged the for-profit issue remained.

Chairman Farrell added that the Resort clearly attracts tourists, works to improve its amenities, and
reinvests in its business. However, as a for-profit, any action we take that increases their revenue or
reduces their costs improves their profitability. He noted the Town's current beach renourishment
project that would benefit the Resort's driving range, noting the multiple ways the Resort might
benefit from public funds.

Following the discussion, the motion was unanimously approved.

Low Country Land Trust

The Land Trust requested $1,000,000 for the Angel Oak Preserve project, a 44-acre passive preserve
that will expand the existing Angel Oak Park with a welcome center, restrooms, outdoor classrooms,
boardwalks, and over two miles of trails. The total project cost was $12.5 million, with $5.2 million
already raised. The committee voted 3-3, recommending $43,000.

Chairman Farrell stated that this project will be an upgrade and enhancement to Angel Oak Park and
the surrounding area of Johns Island. However, this does not seem to fit the statutory requirements
for funding. The project will not enhance the tourist experience until it is complete. Additionally, it's
not contiguous or located near Kiawah, and it involves development and construction financing. This
seems better suited to secure funds from the Conservancy, the Town's charitable contributions, or
other entities. The Chairman's recommendation is to decline. No funding based on a lack of statutory
fit, a lack of tourist impact in the near term, and a lack of relative proximity.

Mayor Belt made a motion to recommend to the Town Council the approval to fund a $50,000 allocation
to the Low Country Land Trust. Council Member Spencer seconded the motion.

Mayor Belt disclosed that he had encouraged the Low Country Land Trust to apply for SATAX funding
and disagreed with Chairman Farrell's view. Mayor Belt disagreed that this doesn't meet the statutory
criteria. In fact, he thinks this is as square as any project could meet the statutory criteria. Mayor Belt
noted that it attracts 400,000 visitors annually and meets the criteria for the construction,
maintenance, and operation of facilities for civic and cultural activities.

The ensuing discussion centered on geographic proximity. Mayor Belt argued it was only 7-8 miles
away and the first kind of major attraction you see on the way to Kiawah. Chairman Farrell maintained
it was too far, comparing it to their earlier agreement that Walterboro was too distant.

Committee Member Spencer sided with Mayor Belt; he doesn't think it's that far away from my
perspective. We often go to Maybank for dinner. | do think that it's a draw.

Mayor Belt expressed frustration with the Land Trust's large request and suggested they should also
pursue funding from Charleston County and the City. Despite reservations about the amount and
distance, he supported providing some funding.

Following the discussion, the motion was approved by a 2 to 1 vote, with Chairman Farrell opposed.

Low Country Marine Mammal Network

The organization requested $25,852 for Enhancing the Dolphin Experience on Kiawah Island, a year-
long initiative focused on tourism, including youth education programs, guided dolphin walks, and
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marketing campaigns. The funds will be used for marketing, signage, program materials and supplies,
some travel, and training. The SATAX Committee voted 5-1, recommending $16,944.

Chairman Farrell noted that this was a unique and growing ecotourist activity unique to Kiawah, which
should continue to provide a diverse activity appealing to a different type of tourist and broaden family
activities. The Chairman's recommendation is to approve $17,000, slightly above the SATAX allocation.

Mayor Belt made a motion to recommend to the Town Council the approval of the Chairman’s
recommendation to fund a $17,000 allocation to the Low Country Marine Mannal Network. Council
Member Spencer seconded the motion.

Committee Member Spencer argued for full funding, questioning why we would shortchange this
initiative, given its role as a draw and attraction for Kiawah in previous discussions.

Chairman Farrell disclosed that he had solicited their application a long time ago and recently appeared
in a video about strand feeding. I think it's an incredible experience that is unique to Kiawah. Although
it may not be a major attraction, it's something we should manage more effectively for other reasons.

Mayor Belt made a motion to revise his motion to approve the applicant's requested amount of $25,852.
Committee Member Spencer seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved.

St. Johns Fire District

The St. Johns Fire District (STJFD) requested $110,060 for advanced medical support, covering 50% of
the cost of paramedic specialists and additional continuing education. The SATAX Committee voted 6-
0, recommending $81,717.

Chairman Farrell noted that this nonprofit organization was meeting the needs of the growing island
and supporting tourism with greater coverage, more experienced personnel, and improved response
times. The Chairman’s recommendation is for full funding of $220,000.

Mayor Belt questions whether this would fall under the statutory provision, which indicates that it
would require the cost to be based on an estimated percentage directly attributable to tourists, which
the Town has set at 70%. Chairman Farrell stated that it was his understanding that the STJFD was only
requesting 50% coverage, below the 70% threshold typically applied to municipal services.

Mayor Belt made a motion to recommend to the Town Council the approval of the Chairman’s
recommendation to fund a $110,000 allocation to the St. Johns Fire District. Council Member Spencer
seconded the motion.

Chairman Farrell confirmed that the request covered 50% of the base salaries for three people, totaling
$106,000, plus $4,000 for training.

Following the discussion, the motion was unanimously approved.

Ms. Tillerson calculated that the total allocations approved were approximately $1.4 million for outside
organizations, leaving $118,984 unallocated from the available funds.

Town Projects

Ms. Tillerson reported that the Town's four SATAX applications totaled $1,348,779 for CCSO
(Charleston County Sheriff’s Office) Deputy coverage, Beach Patrol contract, Trident beach trash
pickup contract, and Arts and Cultural Events programs.

Mayor Belt made a motion to recommend to the Town Council the approval of the allocations to the
Town’s municipal projects as set forth by the Town Administrator in the amount of $1,348,779. Council
Member Spencer seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved.

New Business:

No new business was presented.
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Chairman’s Report:

Chairman Farrell thanked the committee for their diligence and for postponing the previous month's
meeting to allow him time to provide more information about the applications. He expressed
satisfaction with the breadth and the depth of applicants for these monies.

The Chairman committed to making progress before year-end on improving the approach and
philosophy the SATAX committee uses. He noted the committee's desire for a pre-approval process
where staff and the chairman would pre-screen applications before they reach the committee. He
promised to bring forward a request to improve the SATAX committee charter.

Treasurer’s Report:
Monthly Budget Report

Ms. Tillerson provided a brief budget update, noting the report covered 11 months as June had not yet
been closed. Revenues were over budget by 9% (approximately $1.4 million). Expenditure was slightly
over budget, primarily due to higher AV costs and Charleston County deputy coverage being $21,000
over budget, and may be slightly higher when the month of June is closed out.

Chairman Farrell questioned the negative $463,000 shown for net change in fund balance, suggesting
it might be a nomenclature issue related to transfers between funds.

Citizens’ Comments:

No citizens' comments were offered.

Committee Member’s Comments:

Mayor Belt suggested that for the Town Council meeting, they should take the committee's
recommendations in aggregate rather than voting on each item individually. He proposed approving
the total allocations for Town projects, outside organizations, and CVB, with breakdowns available but
not requiring individual votes. This approach received consensus support.

Adjournment:

Chairman Farrell adjourned the meeting at 12:13 pm.
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Petra S. Reynolds, Towh Clerk
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